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SEPTEMBER MEETING - SINCLAIR VINEYARD VISIT 
Mike Sinclair and Gary Alvey hosted us on a beautiful Fall evening at the Sinclair Ranch. Mike grows several 
varieties commercially and has a meticulously cared for vineyard. We had an informative visit to the vineyards after 
which it was interesting to see their winemaking setup that produces all those medal winning wines. We had the 
opportunity  to taste several of their very nice wines at the end of the visit. Accolades to Mike, Gary and spouses who 
took considerable time to make the location comfortable for us all. Thank you for hosting us!! 
 

OCTOBER MEETING - WISDOM FROM THE WINEMAKER CONFERENCE  
Three GENCO members attended the Winemaker Magazine Annual Conference this Spring. Steve Elkins has 
generously volunteered to share the winemaking knowledge he picked up at the event. There will be something 
for all as multiple topics will be covered. Some of it is basic activity and procedure and other items will share 
insight into new ideas and trends in the winemaking process. Surely Joe Raya and Kevin Holloway will pitch in 
and share their newly acquired knowledge as well. You are sure to gain some new perceptions regarding 
successful winemaking. The discussion will be followed by tasting of several Gold Medal wines from the 
Sonoma County Harvest Fair. 
 

COMPETITIONS - Pretty much done for the year. Congratulations to all GENCO members who were  awarded 
medals in the Harvest Fair competition. Special congratulations to Bruce & Linda Hagen whose Chardonnay was 
Best in Show White Wine, and kudos also to Peter Goyton, Bruce Hagen, Rod Larrick And Liz Thach who were 
awarded Best of Class Gold Medals. There were a number of other Gold Medal winners and we hopefully will have 
a chance to taste and hear about many of them at the meeting. 
 

HARVEST FAIR DISPLAY - Many volunteered to set up the amateur wine display. The display was very 
nicely done. Thanks to all who helped. Unfortunately, it was not in the wine pavilion where it belongs. Seems 
like many things went wrong at the Fair this year and our display location was one of them.  
 

HARVEST PARTY - A few members are working on a Harvest Party in late October, in a location to be 
designated. It is intended to be a simple gathering without big decorations or fanfare. Just an opportunity to 
share harvest discussion with our winemaking friends. It is not yet put together but keep an eye on your email 
for information. 
 

GENCO BARREL - The Genco Barrel was picked and crushed in the rain. The added moisture in the Syrah 
grapes will create a winemaking challenge, but this in itself will make the learning experience more 
informative. It has been pressed and it is now resting in the barrel. 
 

CHRISTMAS PARTY - Yes there will be a holiday get-together. Social Director Carol Hazlett is deep into 
the arrangements so also keep an eye for information about this year ending GALA. 
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